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Berlin: Moscow’s abolition of the Office of the 
Soviet Commandant in Berlin is intended to remove 
the most important remaining symbol of four -power 
responsibility for all of the city. The timing of the 
& August communique of the Soviet Ministry of De- 
fense probably was dictated by renewed Western in- 
^ at the USSH acknowledge responsibility 
for East Berlin by participating in a meeting of the 
four commandants to deal with means of easing ten- 
sions within the city. Like most Soviet and East Ger- 
man moves with respect to Berlin, this action is one 
more step toward obtaining in advance one of the 

treaty ^ resUltS which would be Provided by a peace 

Although Moscow's decision to abolish the Com- 
mandant’s Office probably does not foreshadow an 
early breakoff of bilateral talks with the US, it does 
suggest that Khrushchev has decided there is little 
chance of obtaining further Western concessions at 
s t “ 1 ? e and that he now is mainly concerned with 

ra^ac“ n r g eSy. USSR ’ S P ° Slti ° n Signlng a 

The Soviet move does not have any immediate 

Berlin Cal R ffeCt ° n AUied militar y access to West 
Responsibility for "control over the move- 
ment of personnel and supplies" of the Western gar- 
risons has been transferred "temporarily" to the 
commander in chief of the Soviet forces in Germany 

the S «o^ . ap P areat J y does no t intend to withdraw from 
the Berlin Air Safety Center (BASC)and thus abandon 
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its control over military air access in the near future. 
The failure of the communique to refer specifically 
to BASC’s future suggests, however, that some move 
to subject civilian air access to East German control 
may be in the offing. 


Moscow also may be prepared to permit the Ul- 
bricht regime to incorporate East Berlin into the ter- 
ritory of East Germany and to impose new entrance 
requirements designed to gain Allied recognition of 
its so vereignty over East Berlin or to accept exclu- 
sion. I 
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bodia:/ Prince Sihanouk has rniiod tha 

US and other participants in the Geneva conference 
on Laos to convene a similar conference to guaran- 
tee Cambodia's neutrality and territorial integrity. 
Although he has used the recent Thai -Cambodian * 
border incidents as justification, the proposal is a 
step toward his long-cherished goal of a neutral belt 
across Southeast AsiaTj 

Communists probably will welcome Sihanouk's 
proposal as an assist in promoting their own "neutral- 
ist" solution for South Vietnam. Sihanouk describes 
his proposal as a test of foreign attitudes toward Cam- 
bodia: "We will be able to affirm that negative or 
. evasive answers will come from false friendsTT^ 
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Israel-Syria : Syrian troops have repeatedly 
fired on Israelis at three points along the border 
since 20 August. A Syrian military spokesman said 
on 21 August that the firing up to that time had been 
in reaction to Israeli violations of the demilitarized 
zone and of a "defensive” area on Lake Tiberias. 

In one instance the Syrians reportedly directed mor- 
tar and recoilless rifle fire at an Israeli patrol boat. 


The UN Truce Supervision Organization is con- 
cerned over the fact that this was the first use since 
mid- March of weapons heavier than machine guns 
against Israeli boats. The incidents in March led to 
an Israeli reprisal raid and UN Sec urity Council con- 
sideration of the border situation. 
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